
Whether we consciously realize it or not, the space in which we exist at a given time greatly influ-

ences what our minds focus on and what mood we are in. Few people would enter St. Peter's Basili-

ca and be ready to have a spontaneous dance party. Conversely, I doubt many people entered Studio 

54 in 1978 and immediately felt called to prayer or spiritual contemplation. The idea that space can 

draw the mind towards certain destinations was certainly a key consideration for the architects of 

those medieval cathedrals with magnificent arched roofs and flying buttresses which seemed to mim-

ic the vastness and gloriousness of the heavens themselves.  

Hopefully some of those same feelings of awe and wonder which have been experienced by millions 

of visitors to these antiquated churches will be felt this fall at JMU. Over the summer, the CCM 

mass room was completely refurbished. Pristine walls now stand where ones gouged by years of use 

existed previously; what was once a space entirely surrounded by flat white paint, the original coat 

from 1989, is now decorated with a soothing cornucopia of light browns and blues. The new, com-

fortable, compact chairs in the worship space and the durable carpet underneath are also new and 

add significantly to the transformation of the room, now named Grace Hall after Fr. John Grace 

who served as our Campus Minister for 14 years.  

To those of you who donated time or money in helping this renovation come to fruition, we sincere-

ly thank you. And to all who are reading this, we invite you to come see the new Grace Hall whenev-

er you get the opportunity. Hopefully, it will help to set your mind to a state in which you feel the 

peace of Christ and are ready to worship. 

- Joseph Harrington, Campus Ministry Intern, JMU Class of 2011 

CCM Renovations: Introducing Grace Hall!  

J M U  C A T H O L I C  C A M P U S  M I N I S T R Y Fall 2011  

The JMU Catholic Connection 

Inside this issue:  

CCM Renovations: 
Introducing Grace Hall! 

1 

Alumni Reflections from 
the Class of ó79 

2 

CCMôs Twin Parish in 
Haiti Project 

3 

A Letter from Fr. Jim 4 

CCM: Serving the Catholic community at James Madison University  

 Mass Times 

Daily Mass 

5:00 pm Tuesday-

Thursday 

 

Sunday Mass 

11:00 am at CCM house 

5:00 pm at Festival  

9:00 pm at CCM house 

 

Reconciliation 

4:00 pm on Tuesdays  

Always by appointment 

During... Before... After!  Notice the tranquil wall colors, the new carpet, 

and the beautiful chairs! 



HiéSuzanne Kukla Billéhere!   Class of ó79 and a mem-

ber of CCM when the legendary Fr. Bill LaFratta was 

our minister, priest, and friend!  Words of wisdoméget 

involved in your Catholic faith Community at JMU!  

CCM was my fraternityéthe fraternity of the Body of 

Christ!  CCM was my first real experience of Christian 

community...the sense of love you receive as brothers 

and sisters in Christ.  Living together as a college com-

munity and sharing your faith together as your join in 

the ministries of CCM, you truly experience the same 

communal feeling of the early Church.  Read Acts 2: 42-

47éòThey devoted themselves to the teaching of the 

apostles and to the communal life, to the breaking of the 

bread and to the prayers.  Awe came upon everyone, and 

many wonders and signs were done through the apos-

tles.  All who believed were together and had all things 

in common; they would sell their property and posses-

sions and divide them among all according to each oneôs 

need.  Every day they devoted themselves to meeting 

together in the temple area and to breaking bread in 

their homes.  They ate their meals with exultation and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sincerity of heart praising God and enjoying favor with 

all the people.  And every day the Lord added to their 

number those who were being saved.ò 

 

The mountaintop experience with God is there while in 

collegeéyou need it before you enter the ñreal worldò 

after graduation!  I still look back on the time I had with 

CCM and realize God gave me a personal gift of His 

love and helped me to understand that God gives us 

Community to sustain us in life.  Be a part of your Cath-

olic CommunityéCCM! 

-Suzanne Kukla Bill, Class of 1979  
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CCM Students worshipping at the Church in Harrisonburg 
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